
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Literature Review using NVivo:  

A beginners guide 
 

Here you will learn how to conduct a literature review using NVivo. This process makes the task of 

writing your background literature section simpler. Not only will all your articles all be in one place, 

but you can pull information from multiple articles relating to a specific point, rather than having to 

go through each article separately. 

STEP 2: 

Create Nodes 

 

Start with thinking about 

the broad themes of your 

research topics and 

create sub nodes of more 

specific elements. These 

will only be initial nodes 

so do not need to be 

perfect, nodes can be 

added/changed later.  

HINT - create a node for 

methodology and analysis 

for evidence to support 

your methodological/ 

analytical choices. 

 

STEP 3: 

Code Articles 

 

Now all that is left is to 

read through each of 

your articles and code 

the relevant sections 

relating to your chosen 

nodes.  

Adding more articles 

and nodes as you 

continue through your 

PhD/project. 

 

STEP 1: 

Import Articles 

 

First open a new project 

in NVivo and import your 

initial set of articles. 

HINT - rename the 

articles with the author 

and date so when looking 

at all articles relating to 

nodes you can see which 

paper it refers too. E.g., 

Williams_etal2020 

 

STEP 4: Import Articles 
 

Finally, when you need to write up your literature review you now have all articles coded and 

ready. To write certain paragraphs you can pull up the nodes relating to that area and have 

all the evidence from various articles ready at your disposal. This will speed your writing and 

make struggling through hundreds of articles, one at a time, a thing of the past. 

 

 


